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From the President:
Hi folks, I hope that this newsletter finds everyone healthy during these very awkward times.
Who would have thought that in our lifetime, especially in 2021 that we would be going thru
such a terrible crisis, hopefully it will be resolved very soon.
To begin, I have some sad news. Jerry Story, one of the most popular International Square
Dance callers of our time passed away on December 19, 2020 at the age of 65. Please keep his
wife Kristy, sons Josh, Jack and their families in your thoughts and prayers. Rest in Peace Jerry,
not only will you be missed by your friends, but many, many others.
I have not called a Square Dance since March 15, 2020. I am very concerned about our
activity. We all know that it has been struggling for quite some time. If and when the activity
returns, in my opinion we will lose many of our current Square Dancers. Some have been
frightened and will stay away; some have been gone from the activity so long that they have
found other things to do. This has taken a horrible toll on Square Dancing and it will take each
and every one of us to bring it back to some type of normality, let’s hope that we can do so.
Best of luck to everyone, stay healthy, hopefully we will be able to see our friends in a square
again real soon.
Tom Roper, ACA President
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CHANGES THAT HAVE TO BE MADE TO REGROW THIS ACTIVITY

In order to get this activity going again we have to START at the first level and grow from that.
If we do not Start at the Basic level and allow the new people to Dance and enjoy it
The level set up DO NOT MIX PLUS AND OTHER LEVELS and give the new dancers the
TIME to learn all they need to know and be able to survive. We will have killed our self again
and we will not survive with a dance activity to rebuild. Its all up to us the callers.
Do not let anyone push you into turning out dancers before they know enough to survive on a
basic dance floor you are in CHARGE of this part of the TEACHING new people to dance.
The same should be for MAINSTERAM and let the club members know that up front before
you start the class. DONOT mix the levels unless you want to see the same thing happen again
and again and again with the class members leaving SQUARE DANCE NEVER to return.
We have the chance to bring this activity back stronger and better than ever if we do it right.
We know by now that we cannot have this activity survive if we try to mix dance levels.
I have been a part of the dances activity and calling for over 60 years and have watched the
activity go from the great activity to a smaller and smaller activity to the point that you could
not get people to even talk to you about joining a dance class and if they did you could not get
dancers to help with the class. In order for this activity to survive we have to get back to NOT
asking dancers to move to the next level before they are ready to go and I know that you will
have people in your groups that will try to push new dancers to the next level before they ready
to go but WE ARE the ones that make that call since we are the teachers.
If you teach the new dancer more than one way to do the call they will have better chance to
survive. This why I believe that as the Caller-Teacher you should have the new dancer walk
through the call starting with Basic all the way through at least four times.
I think it will take us at least 3 to 4 years to get this activity going again. BUT THE ONLY
WAY we can do this is to allow the dancer the time to enjoy what they have learned. This is
your class and they go out as a statement of your ability as a Caller /Teacher.
Mac Letson
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