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Welcome to 2022 the new start of Square Dancing we hope, if Covid-19 does not do something to 

mess it up again. I know how much everyone has tried to do everything they could to get Square 

Dancing going again and this may be the last shot we have at doing that. Some people think it will 

be easy to do. I wish I could share their believe, but we have had so many things that have 

changed in the Square Dance activity over the past several years. One of the worst things was that 

we got so smart everyone started to change everything about Square Dancing and having all the 

levels, mixed then the next big thing they turned it over to the callers or the callers took it away 

from the dancers and started telling them what they could and could not do. The thing that caused 

Square Dancing to have the  attraction it once had was the way the dancers dress and look like 

Square Dancers and the callers and round dance people worked together to help the dance activity. 

Back when the dancers were in charge of the activity then as the callers took it over. What had 

attracted so many people to the activity started to be more and more NOT a part of the activity. 

When the Nationals was in Anaheim CA there was Over 44,000 dancers there for the Nationals. 

When the Nationals was in Jackson MS in 2021. The number was around 1,500 what does that tell 

us. To me it tells that we have gotten away from what made the Activity Great and cause everyone 

to want to be a part of Square Dancing.  Many things can be blamed as the cause for this happen 

one of the worst things was when we started all the levels and we started pushing everyone to 

move up the level ladder and chunked the enjoyment level out the window. Another thing was 

when we started allowing people to come to a square dance looking like street bums how would 

anyone know that they were Square Dancers. One other thing was when callers took the Square 

Dance activity away from the dancer and started telling them what they could and could not do 

and added so many calls to the levels that people had to stay in a class for one Year. And then be 

rushed into a plus class and then to an advance class and by the time there was only a few of them 

left people that started with the class.  

I know some of you have forgotten that when we stop putting that year that they were required to 

stay in the mainstream level before they could go to a plus class was so they could pay back to the 

club members for the time they spent to help them learn to square dance and they should do the 

same for the next class before going to Plus. Now if you have enough new people to start a class 

as soon as they find out what they have to go through to become a square dancer, there are gone.    
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 ABOUT THE FEDERAL COPY RIGHT LAW THAT COVERS DANCE MUSIC 

This law can be found by searching Copyright Law for Public Performance of Copyright Music. 

You can read what you are allowed to do in the public performance of copyrighted music. A 

public performance of copyrighted music is any performance other than for your personal 

enjoyment and use. 

Every dance activity that uses copyrighted music by federal LAW must have a public performance 

License that States clearly their use and limits of copyrighted music in a public setting and the 

license will state what kind of dance the license will cover and allow. Now, when the callers 

except the responsibility for the license, that lets dance clubs of the hook for any infractions made. 

The caller is the one that would be charged for any infractions because they have excepted the 

responsibility for the club by taking on the responsibility for the license. I don’t know if they 

could go back and include the club in this but most likely they could not. By Federal Law it reads: 

The sponsor of the event or the sponsoring organization is responsible for the music performance 

license. 

BMI & ASCAP both agreed that if the caller is licensed, then the dance is covered. This would 

also cover the club so that they would not have to purchase a license.  

Let us look at what that means to the Caller or dance instructor. When we take on the buying 

of the music license we take on the Responsibility as the sponsor of the dance. Callers are only 

doing this to keep the dance club from having to pay a much higher fee for license everytime they 

open their doors for a dance. I think the dancers should know just how much the Callers are 

helping them out and should have a bake sell or something to pay for the callers’ License Fee. If 

they’re not all ready do that. 

There is such a large amount of misinformation about licensing and what it will cover, people 

don’t know who to believe. If I could make a suggestion, call BMI and or ASCAP (both in 

Nashville) and speak to someone that can give all the correct information. They will ask what kind 

of dance, the number of dances, and the average number of dancers. Then they will be able to tell 

you the number of dances per year allowed with the agreement with ACA or whoever you have 

licensing with BMI & ASCAP.  I do hope this will help anyone that is concerned. 

_____________________________________________________________________________     

 Regardless of how long we teach new dancers, we need to go back to being Square Dancers. 

Getting back to dress and look like Square Dancers. We all need the new dancers to stay in 

mainstream after they have completed Mainstream. Giving them time enjoy what they have 

learned and to let them know that since you were there to help them learn to dance they will need 

to be there for the next Class of new square dancers. In my opinion, we need to spread the word 

about the fun we have as Square Dancers. This will make people want to join our activity.  We 

need to put back the rule that you MUST STAY IN MAINSTREAM for one year OR until YOU 

help with the next class Before going to the next level. 



 

 



 



 


