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Mary and I recently returned from a square dance cruise and during the cruise we had the chance to talk to dancers 
about why they have stayed in dancing, some for a couple of years, some for more than 20.  The main reason it seems is 
the friends they make and the fellowship of being a part of a great group of people.  Some like the exercise of both body 
and brain. You would probably get the same answers from the dancers that dance with you. 
 
I also asked about why some of their friends left the activity.  For many it is mostly health related or maybe picked up a 
different hobby during the Covid shutdown.  A few said that part of their class quit after the first dance they attended 
away from their home club.  Either the dancers were not as welcoming as their home folks or the caller attempted to 
impress them with their vast knowledge of choreography.  Maybe we need to remind our clubs to be more welcoming 
to visitors and as callers, maybe we need to be more attentive to the new dancers.  Let’s all remember that fun and 
fellowship is what our activity is about. 
 
It still seems that getting new dancers into the activity is our biggest challenge.  We have our best class in years at one 
club I call for so maybe the stigma of touching is going away.  New dancers bring new dancers so hopefully we are seeing 
a little resurgence in interest of square dancing.  I have had more calls from people looking to do square dance parties 
and one night stands.  Maybe a few of those will look for classes in the near future. 
 
Square dance attire continues to be a hot topic among both callers and dancers.  Most of the clubs I call for have gone 
casual. I still love the look on the floor of petticoats, but am much more interested in people coming to the dance.  At a 
recent class one of the ladies brought in clothes from a couple of retired dancers.  It was interesting to see the new 
dancers going through and picking a dress or two out.  I think we will see a mix of attire for years to come.  
 
Fall is here and I hope you have huge classes and create dancers that love our activity.  I learned from one of my many 
mentor that if I was not having fun, the dancers were not.  I still thank the callers that helped me get started, even 
though most are gone.  Maybe I shall write about them shortly. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve the ACA and all callers.  Let me know if you have thoughts on anything in my 
articles.  I want to learn from you.  
 
Keep ‘em square and in case you forgot, wash your hands. 
 
Bill Chesnut 
billchesnut4@gmail.com 
352-475-2550 
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Hello Everyone, 

Here we are at the last issue of 2023.  With that in mind I’d like to wish all of you an early 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  We are starting a comeback in the square dance 

activity.  Some areas of the country are getting bigger classes than in the past few years.  I hope 

the clubs you call for have started classes or are starting new classes now or at the beginning of 

the New Year.  I’ve been to the last three National Square Dance Conventions and have noticed 

a continual increase in the number of both old and new dancers.  The 2024 National Square 

Dance Convention is on track to beat the last three years attendance!  I have also attended the 

last three Tennessee State Square Dance Conventions where every hall was packed; a steady 

increase in dancers was seen at the Texas State Square Dance Convention in which I have 

participated for twenty plus years.  Now if we want to keep our activity growing we must take 

the time to teach by the definitions in its entirety.   Let’s stop trying to teach new dancers in 

twelve weeks.  Stop putting a completion date on the program.  Tell them they will graduate 

when we finish the Mainstream program.  They will thank you for it.  Please e-mail your 

successes to let the Board know you are succeeding.  Send us the number of graduates so we 

can track how we’re doing. 

 

Wishing you much success,  

John Carlton, ACA Advisor 
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